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comes fever and Silindu's evil eye, curse him, and
the little ones die.   Aiyo! aiyo!"
"Your man is right/7 said Nanchohami. "This
is the month when the children die. Last year in
this month I buried one and my brother's wife, an-
other. Good rain never falls now, and there is
always hunger and fever. The old die and the little
ones with them. The father of my children has but
nine houses under him, and makes but five shillings
a year from his headmanship. His father's father,
who was headman before him, had thirty houses in
his headmanship7 and twenty shillings were paid him
by the Government every year, besides twenty-four
kurunies of paddy from the fields below the tank. I
have not seen rice these five years. The headman
now gives all and receives nothing.'' Here one of
the women laughed. "You may well laugh, Podi
Nona/' she continued. "Did not he3 lend your
man last year twenty kurunies 4 of kurakkan,5 and
has a grain of it come back to our house? And
Silindu owes another thirty, and came but yester-
day for more. And Angohami there, who whines
about her Podi Sinho, her man has had twenty-five
kurunies since the reaping of the last crop."
3 Vide note supra.
*Kunini is a measure employed in the measuretrient of
grain.
5 Kurakkan, a grain, Eleusine coracana.